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V. .

ORGANIZATIONS CONCERNED WITH
SWISS EMIGRATION

Association V alaisanne D 'Etudes Genealogiques
V alaisan Genealogical Association
Case postale 58
1951 Sion
Switzerland
The Valaisan Genealogical Association is open to American members at a cost of 20
Swiss Francs per year. The organization meets regularly in Valais and presents
programs on a range of genealogical topics. Bulletins are published in french and
german for members and past issues included a list of parish registers of Valais and
an article on how to trace Valaisan emigrants and their descendants.

Centre Regional d 'Etudes des Populations Alpines
Regional Center For the Study of Alpine Populations
Jean-Charles Fellay, Director
Case Postale 16
1933 Sembrancher
Switzerland
Telephone (026) 85 22 20
The Regional Center for the Study of Alpine Populations (CREPA), located in
Sembrancher, Valais Canton, developed from an earlier project known as the Center
for Research on the History of Bagnes. This local history center was formed in 1975.
The objective was to reconstruct the genealogies of families from the comune of
Bagnes in the Canton of Valais. Parish registries, land registries, private archives,
and other sources were examined going back to 1640.
Numerous activities developed out of the original project, including discovery
of a Bagnard school of painting. Several exhibitions of paintings by historic Bagnard
artists as well as related publications have resulted from this discovery. A multidisciplinary team is now completing the Bagnes population research and is preparing
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publication of final results. Emigration to other regions of Switzerland and to other
countries was a major theme of the study. While emigration from some parts of Valais
was predominantly to South America, the Bagnes and the Entremont migrated
primarily to North America.
. CREPA was formed in order to extend the scope of the original center beyond
Bagnes. In 1991, an exhibit titled "Those who left. Emigration from the valleys of
Entremont and Trient" was sponsored at the Museum of Bagnes. The exhibit
coincided with the 700th aniversary of the Swiss Confederation and the Valaisans of
the World reunion in which 1600 descendants of emigrants returned to the canton to
renew their ties. An international, multidisciplinary colloquium on emigration was
sponsored by CREPA and the University of Geneva, also in 1991. Bulletin No. 3,
published in September 1992, presents proceedings of the Colloquium and is titled
"Emigration: A Universal Response to a Crisis Situation?" Swiss American Historical
Society members Jane Chapman and Delbert Gratz participated in the Colloquium.
Jane Chapman co-chaired a panel on Women and Emigration. ·

Association Valaisans du Monde
Valaisans of the World Association
Roland Gay-Crosier, Director
Case postale 948
1920 Martigny 1
Switzerland
The Association was originally created to commemorate the 700th anniversary of the
founding of the Swiss Confederation, which occurred August 1, 1991. Marthe
Carron of Le Chable conceived the idea of a reunion of descendants of Valaisan
emigrants. For 10 days in July and August of 1991, 1600 descendants returned to
discover their roots in Switzerland, meet their Valaisan families, and visit the cultural
and historic sights of the Canton. The organization is currently encouraging more
exchanges between descendants and Canton Valais and will provide a monthly
periodical, 13 Etoiles to those on the the association's mailing list.

L' Archives d 'Etat du Canton de Valais
Cantonal Archives of Valais
7, rue des Vergers
1950 Sion
Switzerland
The Archives are open to students, researchers, and those seeking genealogical
sources. The institution is a central repository for Cantonal records, including the
Register of Emigration. Historical files of Valaisan periodicals are available as well
as correspondence to and from emigrants. Photocopying facilities are available.
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol29/iss1/7
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CALL FOR INFORMATION

Interest in Swiss heritage and culture is growing each year. As a consequence,
a listing of Swiss-American organi7.ations and events around the country is being
compiled for the Swiss American Historical Society by member Donald Tritt. Dr.
Tritt asks anyone with the following information to forward it to him for inclusion in
the listing.

o Swiss American cultural, historical and beneficial organi7.ations in the USA.
(Please send name, address, telephone/FAX, and brief description of the
organi7.ation.)

o Regularly occurring Swiss cultural events in the USA. (Please send name,
address and telephone/FAX of contact person, date or season for the event.)

Donald G. Tritt
4072 Goose Lane, S.W.
Granville, Ohio 43023-9670
(614) 587-0213
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